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§ 3403.6 General content of proposals. 

(a) The proposed research must be re-
sponsive to one of the USDA program 
interests stated in the research topic 
descriptions of the program solicita-
tion. 

(b) Proposals must cover only sci-
entific/technological research activi-
ties. A small business concern must 
not propose product development, tech-
nical assistance, demonstration 
projects, classified research, or patent 
applications. Many of the research 
projects supported by the SBIR pro-
gram lead to the development of new 
products based upon the research re-
sults obtained during the project. How-
ever, projects that seek funding solely 
for product development where no re-
search is involved, i.e. the funds are 
needed to permit the development of a 
project based on previously completed 
research, will not be accepted. Lit-
erature surveys should be conducted 
prior to preparing proposals for sub-
mission and must not be proposed as a 
part of the SBIR phase I or phase II ef-
fort. Proposals principally for the de-
velopment of proven concepts toward 
commercialization or for market re-
search should not be submitted since 
such efforts are considered the respon-
sibility of the private sector and there-
fore are not supported by USDA. 

(c) A proposal must be limited to 
only one topic. The same proposal may 
not be submitted under more than one 
topic. However, an organization may 
submit separate proposals on the same 
topic. Where similar research is dis-
cussed under more than one topic, the 
proposer should choose that topic 
whose description appears most rel-
evant to the proposer’s research con-
cept. Duplicate proposals will be re-
turned to the applicant without review. 

(d) The limitation on the length of 
phase I and phase II proposals, text in-
structions, and the formatting instruc-
tions will be identified in the annual 
solicitation.

§ 3403.7 Proposal format for phase I 
applications. 

(a) The following items relate to 
phase I applications. Further instruc-
tions or descriptions for these items as 
well as any additional items to be in-

cluded will be provided in the annual 
solicitation, as necessary. 

(1) Proposal cover sheet. Photocopy 
and complete Form CSREES–667 in the 
program solicitation. The original of 
the proposal cover sheet must at a 
minimum contain the pen-and-ink sig-
natures of the proposed principal inves-
tigator(s) and the authorized organiza-
tional official. 

(2) Project summary. Photocopy and 
complete Form CSREES–668 in the pro-
gram solicitation. The technical ab-
stract should include a brief descrip-
tion of the problem or opportunity, 
project objectives, and a description of 
the effort. Anticipated results and po-
tential commercial applications of the 
proposed research also should be sum-
marized in the space provided. Key-
words, to be provided in the last block 
on the page, should characterize the 
most important aspects of the project. 
The project summary of successful pro-
posals may be published by USDA and, 
therefore, should not contain propri-
etary information. 

(3) Technical content. The main body 
of the proposal should include: 

(i) Identification and significance of 
the problem or opportunity. 

(ii) Background and rationale. 
(iii) Relationship with future re-

search or research and development. 
(iv) Phase I technical objectives. 
(v) Phase I work plan. 
(vi) Related research or research and 

development. 
(4) Key personnel and bibliography. 

Identify key personnel involved in the 
effort, including information on their 
directly related education and experi-
ence. 

(5) Facilities and equipment. Describe 
the types, location, and availability of 
instrumentation and physical facilities 
necessary to carry out the work pro-
posed. Items of equipment to be pur-
chased must be fully justified under 
this section. 

(6) Consultants. Involvement of uni-
versity or other consultants in the 
planning and research stages of the 
project is permitted and may be par-
ticularly helpful to small firms which 
have not previously received Federal 
research awards. If such involvement is 
intended, it should be described in de-
tail. 
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